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[N placing these Drawings and Sketehes before the public, 1 do not) presume to attempt to give exact Hiveee tiene 
| or accounts of each paGie sci selounds sace it appears /or iss=constittted at the. present day. mer haves al 
attempted to make the portraits of those connected with them a prominent feature of the Sketches. Having at 
diferent times had the good fortune—as an_ onlooker rane than a participator in the sport—to have seen a good 
many of the various packs of Hounds in dicen parts of the country, I have at such times jotted down notes 
amd sketcles 0: “some o1 tle eideaes and objects which came “petore me. ion these, and recollections of many 


pleasant days with Hounds, the Drawings and Sketches are principally made. 


In) two “or three cases it will be “seem that the Drawings represent a time when the packs ‘were under 
other masters than those they now own. : 

To the noblemen and gentlemen connected with the various packs of Hounds noticed in these Sketches, 
bees pkor tendenr “my earnest thanks for the kind assistance and valuable information with which they have 


furmishea me> . Lo YWiscounr Esrincron, M.P., 1 am indebted for the admirable article on * Thuntine” hie Wild 


Deer,” with the Devon and Somerset Staghounds. 
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THE 
. MOKPETH FPOXHOUNDS. 


1 1845, or 6, Sir MatrHew Wuite Riprey gave up_ hunting 
the country which had previously been hunted by the old 
Northumberland, and _ his father’s Hounds. for "some “years 


it was hunted by adjacent packs. Eventually, however, the 
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hunting of it was re-arranged, 
and the ‘ Morpeth,” in 1854, was 
rpeth 
from the River. 


one of the new packs formed to hunt 

that ~porien “called: the (~~ Wansbeck” “District, 
with Mr. Joun Cooxson, of Meldon, as_ master. 
Mr. Cooxson held the mastership for twenty years, showing excellent sport, and 


being in every way a popular master. In 1875 he resigned and was succeeded by his son, Mr. J. BLencoE Cooxson, 
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Wie}, fOMls thatestime, to. they present, has, held. the. manage- 
ment of affairs. He hunts the Hounds himself, and there 
is no more capable and popular gentleman huntsman in the 


country. 
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THE 
TYNEDALE 2-POxnOUN Ds: 


A> already mentioned, in speaking of the ‘‘ Morpeth” 
Hounds, the south western or ‘‘ Tynedale” portion 
of Northumberland had been hunted by Srr MattHew WHuHiITE if aye tes ; 
oe Dilston. 
hioteny 6  4oumds, —and also by the “Silaley.” It was afterwards 
hunted by the late Mr. Maucuan, of Newbrough, and, in_ 1854, Major 
Rospert Bett became master of the ‘‘ Tynedale,” and the kennels were removed 


from Codlaw to Stagshawe Bank, where they still remain. The Major did 
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not take over Mr. Maueuan’s Hounds but commenced forming a pack for himself, by buying drafts from various 
quarters. He continued hunting the country until 1867. Major Bett hunted the Hoan himself. 

In 1867, Mr. Hunter Attcoop, of Nunwick, bought the Hounds, but only kept them two seasons; 
W. CornisH being his Huntsman. Then followed, in 1869, the joint mastership of Mr. Epwarp Ripper, of 
Cheeseburn Grange, and Mr. Gegorce Fenwick, then living | at Bywell. This arrangement only lasted a_ few 
years, when Mr. Fenwick became sole master, which he continued to be until 1883, CornisH being Huntsman all the 
time. Mr. Fenwick did much to improve the Hounds, and the ‘ Tynedale” will compare favourably with most 
packs in the kingdom. Mr. FENwick was_ succeeded 
by the present master, Mr. Joun C. . Srraker; of 
Stagshawe, taking the late STEPHEN GoopaLL as Hunts- 
man, who hunted the Hounds for three seasons, and 
was followed by We. Wueattey. 

The ‘Tynedale’ country is bounded on _ the 
north east by the ‘‘Morpeth,” on the north by the 
‘‘Border,”” on the west by the ‘Haydon Bridge,” and 
on the south east by the ‘‘Braes of Derwent” Foxhounds. 


It comprises every variety of country, from 


VN 
the extensive woodlands on the south of the ( 
Tyne, to the large grass pastures of the ; 
middle and north west of the country. Nr. John G.Straker 
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(ORE of the oldest packs of Hounds in the 

ene northern parts of England is the 
‘“Braes of Derwent,” originally instituted as 
2 dektnnallole sy el slowherdlisys This pack was trencher 
fed, and it was organised and hunted by Mr. 
HumsBie, of Eltringham, either foxes or hares 
being quarry. lis =distriét includes” nearly the 
whole of the north west part of the County of 


Durham, and it possessed rights of country in 


eT a Mayes ieee 


Fis et i A eS ay a nee en a oe 
~ 7 LL Le Re ere, iris : 


Northumberland. After the death of Mr.. Humprie, the pack became known as the ‘Prudhoe Hounds,” and they 


were hunted by what would now be called a committee. Then some of the Prudhoe country was annexed by a 
new pack, ‘‘The Slaley.”. The name of the pack was changed about forty years ago, and for a time it was known as 
the ‘‘Prudhoe and Derwent.” <A portion of the pack was then taken by the late Mr. Witiiam Cowen, brother of the 


present master, and, about 1853-4, named the ‘‘Braes of Derwent Foxhounds,” the remainder being kept for Harehunting, 
and eventually becoming the ‘‘ Newcastle and Gateshead Harriers.” For two or three years Mr. Cowen took his 
Mere for one week in each month in the season to Hesleyside, in Northumberland, and hunted there, the 
owner, Mr. Cuarttron, thinking that that part of the Saneen was not frequently enough visited by other Hounds. 
In 1868 the Hounds were taken by the present master, Cor. Jonn A. Cowen, 
when this praétice was discontinued. 

Cot. Cowen, before this, had, besides assisting his brother with 
the) Bides sor Derwents~ launted a ‘pack of Beagles: 

The original ‘‘ Prudhoe Hounds” were crossed, and added to, 
by drafts from other kennels, and afterwards were crossed with 
Cot. Cowen’s famous _bloodhounds. In 1877 dumb madness 
broke out, and in 1878 the whole pack was destroyed. 
Within a few weeks the master had a_ sufficient number 


of Hounds sent from neighbouring kennels to start afresh. 


The Bloodhound cross_ was again introduced. These 

TVA 
Hounds owe their rich tan colour to this. The voice MOS Tf n 
was greatly improved—a_ valuable quality in the deep Mi NaN 4 Gs | 


covers and large woods of the country. 


Cot. CowEN does not have his Hounds’ ears 


eS ZE 
ae Ie RSF a 


rounded, and hunts them with the full length of ear. 
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Groxdale fijatl 


ae one time that part of the County of Durham 

now hunted by the ‘‘ North” and ‘‘ South” Durham Hounds was 
hunted by the famous RatpH LampBron, who, from Lambton, hunted 
the northern portion, part of the season, taking his Hounds twice 


each season to Sedgefield, to hunt the southern portion. 
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He gave them up owing to a bad fall. He had shown wonderful sport, and when he retired sold his Hounds 
to Lorp SUFFIELD, (who was then master of the Quorn,) for three thousand guineas. 

On Mr. Lampron’s retirement, a pack was formed and named _ the ‘Wynyard and Durham”’ Hounds, 
Mr. “Bitty” Wrriiamson having the management in the field. They were kept at Woodwell House, near Durham. 
In 1841, the then Lorp Lonponperry took the pack and hunted the country, at his own expense, for two 
seasons. AS pad: sata) caused him to. retire. Mr. Witiiam Russet, of Brancepeth, then took the Hounds, but 
gave them up at the end of his first season. 


At a meeting held in 1844, on the suggestion of Mr. Joun HeEnperson, of Durham, it was decided 


to hunt the country as it had been hunted by Mr. Lampton. Funds were raised, Mr. Rueendie Hounds 
purchased, and the pack named the ‘Durham County Foxhounds.” Mr. Henperson taking the stable and kennel 
management, Cor. Towne being» master in’ the field. Cor. Towur was. succeeded. by Mr. Witiiamson, and _ after 
him came Cor. JouHNson. On Cor. JoHNson retiring, Mr. Joun Harvey, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, took the manage- 


ment in the field; Mr. Henperson still having the stables and kennels under his control. They continued Yor some 
years, showing capital sport, and in 1871 the country was divided and the “North” and “South” packs formed. 
Mr. AntTHuony L. Maynarp, of Skinningrove, voekaihins and Newton Hall, Durham, took the north pack 
and remained master for fifteen years, showing excellent sport. Aiter Mr. Maynarp’s retirement from the mastership 
of the ‘‘North Durham’”’ the management was, for a _ short time, in 
hands of a committee, and, in 1888, the Hounds were 


(G ~'5 taken by Mr. J. E. Rogerson, of Croxdale Hall, 
oS sex 
ae 


who is the present master. 
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» good deal cut up by sail- 


MrAnthony L- Maynard. ways and collieries. MrJ. IE. Rogerson. 
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THE SOUTH DURHAM}. 


Nir-dehr flarvey . CO 


THE SOUTH DURHAM FOXHOUNDS. 


Fill! fill! ye brave fellows that rode in the run! 
May the pack add new laurels to those they have won; 
A a PN At my toast how each bosom with ecstasy bounds, 
\ Long life to Ralph Lambton! success to his hounds! 
Ballanamona ora, 
¥ The hounds of Ralph Lambton for me! * 


eee the retirement of Mr. RatpH Lampton, and subsequently, on the 


dane division of the country previously noticed, Mr. Joun Harvey, of 
Vv: Nevweaisne- on yie ) 100k = the | Mastersiip ol tesa Soutn )) Durham — packs. dayne 
with him as huntsman Tom DowpbrEsweLL_, who was afterwards succeeded by Ww. Cuaxon. 
The Hounds were kept at the Hardwick kennels, near Sedgefield. To the great regret 
of all lovers of hunting in the neighbourhood, Mr. Harvey, in 1878, retired, having been connected with the 
Lambton and the Durham Hounds for more than fifty years. | Few men, if any, enjoyed such popularity amongst 
members of a hunt and residents in the country hunted, as well as amongst others, as did Mr. Harvey. Great was 
the regret when the weight of years caused him to retire from the management of his beloved Durham Hounds. 
He had hunted with Sir MarrHew Wuirte Ripvey’s (the old Northumberland) Hounds and other packs, but it was 

with KarpH Lampton and his Hounds that Mr. Harvey was most _ identified. 
Before the existence of the railway, keeping his horses at Sedgefield, he used to hack from Newcastle 


to the meets, and back again at nights, having usually about five-and-twenty, but frequently thirty miles or more, 


to ride each way. It was in those days that the “Club” at Sedgefield was in its glory. 


* Concluding verse of a song describing a famous run in 1828, written and sung by Mr. GeorGe W. Sutton, the same day 
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Windlestone . 


On his retirement from the mastership of the ‘ South Durham,” Mr. Harvey was presented with a 
large picture containing portraits of himself, Cxiaxon, his huntsman, .and Jack Bevan, his whip, with Horses and 
Hounds. This picture was presented to him at a Banquet at Stockton-on-Tees, the late Marouis oF LOonpoNDERRY 
being im the chair, and seldom has more enthusiasm been shown than was on sane occasion. 

sir Wittiam Epen, of Windlestone, took the mastership after Mr. Harvey, removing the Hounds to 
inustey Mond, smear Merry hil), and kept them three seasons, when he retired, being succeeded by Mr. RicHarpd Orp, 
of Sands Hall, who resigned three years afterwards. Sir Wirriam Epen then again took the Hounds, and kept 


them until last year (1890), when the Hon. Hamitton Russet became master. 
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ebEyY EP CAND ROXHOUNDS. 


ip ease than a hundred years ago the farmers in the neighbourhood 


of Roxby, in Cleveland, kept amongst them some Hounds’ which 


were called together on hunting days, and hunted, for the most pare 


on foot. Mr. A. E. Pgase, in his interesting and exhaustive book, 


“The, Cleveland Tlounds;” says: “1 believe that im the old leases of 


the property at Roxby owned by the Turron family, a clause was 
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always inserted obliging the tenant to keep 

a Foxhound, ane to hunt him till May-day, in 

order to destroy the moor Foxes during that time 

of the year when they were likely to commit depredations 

among the lambs on the moors. It was also customary on 

this and other estates to provide each tenant that hunted, kept 

a Hound, or walked a puppy, with a red coat every year.” 
The followers of the “Roxby” Hounds aaesioren made 

A day sand = nichts ol it “avylien away hunting, and sometimes two 

days and nights. These Hounds were afterwards called the “Roxby and 


Cleveland“ ilounds, ang ar" one time | hunted Hare “and Hox on altemate 
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Guisbro Priory 
days. They were all light coloured Hounds, the better to be seen ‘on ‘the dark moorlands. The following is 
the first verse of an old song descriptive of a great run with the ‘Cleveland Foxhounds,” (but evidently not 
the pack from which the present ‘“ Cleveland” sprang,) on 29th January, 1785. It seems just possible that the 


distance named is a little exaggerated, though, in another account, it is, I believe, put down as sixty three miles: 


‘“You true sons of Nimrod lend ear to my song, 
While I sing of a chase above sixty miles long, 
With a Cleveland staunch pack, and a set of such men 
As will seldom, if ever, be met with again. 
Holla, ’ark, ’ark away—Tallio, ’ark away! 
And a follow was there, tallio, ’ark away!” 


in 1817, ~ Mare. Joun ANDREW was appointed master. The Hounds were taken to Saltburn, then but 
a fishing hamlet on the _ sea-shore, where, for more than fifty years, the management was in the hands of the 


ANDREW family. They hunted foxes in the inter eand Arwithewatew sol therlold Hounds, otters in the summer. 
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A tew years after this the ‘Roxby” was dropped from the name of the pack, and they became 


thes. elevelamnc,” Joun AnDrREw hunted them until 1835, assisted by his son, Jonn ANnprReEw, Jun., 


who took them when his father gave them up, and was master until 1855, 


when they were 


taken by his son, Tom, who had them until 1870, having, previous to 


becoming master, atted as huntsman to his father. Tom, altogether, 


hunted the Hounds for thirty-three years, having many 
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grand runs, and sometimes hunting when the snow was deep on the 
ground. The season of 1870 the Hounds were hunted by Mr. Watson 
Dixon, the hon. secretary to the hunt, and then Mr. i WHARTON, 
of Skelton Castle, became master. Mr. WuHarton resigned at the end 
of his third season, and was succeeded by ving AY ior =e Neweonrmn: 
of Kirkleatham Hall, who kept them’ for five years. Mr. Joun Proup, 
of Yearby, then accepted the mastership, and retained it until 1886, when 
he resigned. Mr. W. H. A. Wharton, (son of Mr. J. T. Wuarton, 
iho had previously been master of the ‘“Hurworth,”’) then took them and 
is now master and hunts the Hounds. 

ice Cleveland’ is, int, many. parts, 1a very rough country, 
but there have been many good runs over it. On one or two occasions, 
i mot more, Hounds have been lost by going over the high cliffs on 
the coast and being dashed to pieces on the rocks ilo Se tuemene 
imstaniee,. 1) heheve,: vthe tox “and: one or: two hounds » were found together, 


dead, on the shore. 
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THE 
ESKDALE FOXHOUNDS. 


"| HIS pack is no longer in existence. Owing to the 

scarcity of foxes and _ other causes, it was dispersed 
a year or two ago. I gather from Mr. W.  Scarru D1xon’s 
excellent book, “‘In the North Countrie,” that ‘The Eskdale 
can lay claim to having been established early in this century. 
ive late Mr. Perers kept Hounds at Handale Abbey, and 
afterwards at Larpool Hall, and hunted what is now called 
they Eskdale -country: They have undergone considerable 
vicissitudes, and whee owing to the : paucity of foxes, were 
converted, for the nonce, into Harviers. It is a fine wild 
coumeny which these iounds hunted,-.and it holds’ a ‘capital 
scent, and although by no means what a Leicestershire man 


would Admire, 4t 4s “al Capital -country tor sport wéré it not 


for one drawback, viz.: the too frequent recurrence of blank 
days.”’ 
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In this wild, and in many parts picturesque country, the sportsman is rarely out of sight of the 
sea to the east, while to the north, west, and south lie the rolling moorlands and the wooded “ dales.” 
Many capital runs have been made by these Hounds, one in particular, which iasted six hours” and 
twenty minutes, and though a good part of it was slow, yet some of it was VOny wlasty sand it) 1s 
pace ecviain tie: Ieomids stuck to. the same fosan excellent reason given being that it is questionable 
if there was another in the country over which they ran. 

After Mr. Prrers’ time the country was only hunted by some of the scratch packs in 
the neighbouring ‘‘dales.” About 1867 or 1868 Mr. Herserr Rastatr gor some Hlotunds” “from 


Lealholm, and commenced to hunt the country, which is only small in extent, touching the ‘ Cleveland” 


in the north, and extending a little to the south of Whitby. Mra Kaspar Cattied on the Hounds 
for a few seasons, when Mr. Marr took them for a season or two. Aiter this they were managed 
by a committee, and afterwards Mr. Parrineton took the management. Dick Smatzwoop hunted the 


Hounds for over seven seasons, until they were given up. 
Mr. W. Scearra Drxon, writing before the Hounds were GiSDeisedm sca sy a ine ticn ay ley acai 
the Eskdale should receive such half hearted support, for it is a good sporting country. A famous 


one in which to educate a young hunter, and the farmers are foxhunters to a man.” 
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(THE PYTCHLEY). 
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“Come, I’ll show you a country that none can surpass 
For a flyer to cross like a bird on the wing, 
We have acres of woodland and oceans of grass, 
We have game in the autumn and cubs in the spring. 
We have scores of good fellows hang out in this shire, 
But the best of them all is the galloping squire.”’ 
Whyte Melville. 


WUITs these sketches I can oh, give the merest outline of the history of this famous pack. Those who 

desire to know more of it and _ its glories, “I would advise to read “The Pytchley Hunt, Past and 
Presemt, “by .the- late Vike eles Oy NETHERCOTE. nie tells = ue that "am «the “records of the village from which the 
‘“Pytchley’’ Hunt derives its name, there is to be found, in the times prior to those of Wutiiam THE CONQUEROR, the 
mame of one ‘“ALWIN THE Huntsman,” evidently a person of great importance, whose duty i) wails. to destroy wild 
animals frequenting the seayaicent forests. Olid = Pyechley Hall “was built in the reign of Queen EvizaBern, by 
Sir Eusepy IsHam, and the manor was held of the Kine byt itemancienc iverds.)son the “condition that they should 
“tunis dogs, ai their’ own Gost, ~\£0 destroy the wolves, foxes, polecats, and other vermin in the counties of 
Northampton, Rutland, Oxford, Essex, and Buckingham.” The old house was pulled down in 1829. 

Pe Eaiiste tie; ianiters im the meiehbounhoed | kept a lound of two each, and joined eee occasionally 
to kill a fox; next, a few couples were kept by small squires who could afford the expense, and they joined 


packs. About 1750, JOHN GeEorcE, Eart Spencer, removed his Hounds from Althorpe to the village of Pytchley. 
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A clubl swas Stoumed at (the old 
Hall, and the knights of the ‘White 
Collar” made it their quarters. Lorp 

SPENCER divided the county into two 
parts; hunting the woodlands and the 
€ast Ome part of the season, and the 


west the other. Lorp Spencer died in 1783, and 


his son, also Joun GEORGE, who became First Lord of the Admiralty, 


Pooks racic: ama storsiin  aneea eld mit thimtcen years. Pine sory teliiey: 7 

Old Tree | at this time attained a_ high degree of popularity. LorD SPENCER 
tn Lamport Park . . . 

Lamport Pp ire Pike Cee ttia e170). Miz. BULLER then took them for’ a short ONS, Aaa 
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afterwards they were taken by Mr. 
JouHn Warps. isommelse were) built at 
Boughton, near Northampton, by Mr. WaARDE, 
and the Hounds taken inene, aid athe elub) at 
Pytchley was closed. 

In 1808, Joun, Viscount ALTHORPE, 
afterwards Chancellor of the Exchequer, became 
master, and again took them to Pytchley. aie 


club was revived and was at this time Hines wtie 
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zenith of its glory. It is known how Lorp AtruHorpx, despite his political duties, was devoted to the hunt. 
He spared neither trouble nor expense in the improvement of the pack. He used to post horses at convenient 
distances on the road, and would frequently ride from London to Pytchley, after his duties were over, to hunt the 
next day. ae bad) stall sen, Say caused lam co give Upeecuey lomnds scat tie end oh 5 the seeacan: He 
was succeeded by Sir Cuartes Knicutiey, who retired at the end of his first season, and Sir BeEtrtincuam 


GRAHAM became master. 


About this time the old Pytchley club ended _ its days. Kennels were built at Brixworth, and the 
Hounds taken there, and, as Mr. NEeETHERCOTE says: ‘The old things passed away and the modern history of 
ieee Ay ide may * “be, “Said-“¢o  Conimence: Miversclub: (ceased “to “exist, and> even the white collar for a time 
disappeared.” Since then the ‘Pytchley” hunt has, however, “gone on its way rejoicing.” Many masters have 
come and gone, amongst them Mr. J. C. Musters, who brought his own Hounds from Nottingham. Then 


SQUIRE OSBALDISTONE, whose Hounds were afterwards sold for £6,440 at Tattersall’s, and afterwards Mr. WILKINS, 
Mm. Grorce Payne, Tue Eart oF CHESTERFIELD, Mr. T. SMITH, Sir Francis Goopricuz, Mr. Payne again, 
Lorp ALForRD, Hon. Frep Vituiers, Lorp Hornroun. ton: len Vilrises and “clone .(C. Cust, Caprain ANSTRUTHER 
THomeson, Mr. J. A. Craven, Mr. Naytor, Mr. Hersertr Lancuam for ten or eleven years, and now, for the 
third time, Eart Spencer is again master. 

Amongst the famous names of huntsmen who have been with the “ Pytchley” are Dick Kyicut, 
CHarLes Kine, Dick Roaxze, Cuartes Payne, and, now, WILL GOODALL. 

The beginning of 1878 will long be Pemeeaencd in the ‘Pytchley” country, and by followers of the 
hunt. In the January of that year Her Imperrar ee THE EMPRESS oF AUSTRIA came, and Stayed at 
(Cottesbrooke § Park for~ six» weeks, to hunt with the Py tener.” She won the hearts of a in the country. 


The most elegant and accomplished horsewoman in_ the world, with Caprain MIppLETON as her pilot, she was 
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lalWayc  siny teiley surst Wiel: She was attended by a brilliant suite, 
who were all very popular. This was just before Eart Spencer 
Save up) tie iicumds sat" the vend | got © fis secondie minster 
Imperial Majesty presented his Lordship with a 
‘“Merry Andrew,” a favourite 


ship. Fler 
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| “DEATH OF THE FOX” 


(THE WOODLAND PYTCHLEY). 


| shiGle | 
WOODLAND PYTCHLEY. 


Pee SPENCER used to hunt the Woodland pack himself, with Tom 

GODDARD as first whip. When Mr. HeErRsBert LancHam took the 
‘“Pytchley,” in 1878, it was arranged that the woodland country should, 
under the title of the ‘North Pytchley,” be Runied by a separate pack 
of Hounds. Mr. Watson, of Rockingham Castle, took the mastership, — 
and retained it for two years. Mr. PENNEL ELMHIRST then took it. 
-Lorp LonspaLteE was the next master, and at one time had seventy 
horses of one colour, chestnut, in his stables. Lorp LonspaLe resigned 
after .his third season, and the hounds were taken by Mr. McKenzig, 


late master of the “Old Berkeley.” 
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DOr (“PREDEGAR’S 
FOXHOUNDS. 


eo teaver lone time tnere tas 
been a pack of Hounds kept 

at shuperta) (On sat, I redegar: 

About 1722 Sir WILLIAM 


Morcan had a_ large 


os yes 


; 
y 
> 
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st 


hunting establishment at Tredegar. Eventually it became a trencher fed 
pack, and joined with the neighbouring packs. The late Lorp Trepecar, 
about 1820, turned it into a pack of Harriers, till the present Lorp 


TREDEGAR again converted the pack into Foxhounds, about 1870. Retaining 


a good deal of the old Welsh breed, they have also a strong dash 


of the old Llangibbry, Gogerddan, and Llanharran blood in them. 


{ 


Lorp TREpDEGaAR’s brother, CoLtoneL THE How. FRED C. Morgan, K 


a ED 


ih F 
a Ne ty) 
REN YH 


of Ruperra, now hunts the Hounds, and though the foxes are mostly 
of the old wild mountain sort, a good account is given of them. With 
the dash of old Welsh blood, these Hounds retain the fine full music 
of .the Welsh Hound, which, in the mountainous parts of the country, 
where Hounds are often lost to sight amongst the hills and delle, auiswra 
very requisite quality to possess. 

A few years ago the followers, of the ‘Tredegar’ Hounds 
presented to Lorp Trepgecar, as a mark of their esteem and gratitude, 
a large equestrian portrait. of himself, with his old huntsman, and with Hounds 
around them. This was presented at Tredegar Park, ‘midst great 
enthusiasm, and the occasion was immortalized Dy 2 NT SIISIn OV olictal, eatin 
verses, a copy of which I regret I cannot, at the moment, lay my 
hand upon. 

These Hounds are kept and hunted entirely at Lorp TreEpEGAr’s 


expense and the pack has ‘no poultry fund. 
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PEMBROKESHIRE 
FOXHOUNDS. 


MANY years ago the country now hunted by 
Mig) Peep) WorrPumnirs. was hunted by 

no less than) eleven packs of Hounds, so “that it 

was at any rate sufficiently hunted. 

Piter this tie lace in. “Groree 

Lort-Puitiirs, of Lawrenny, uncle 

to the present master, hunted the 


whole of it at his own expense. 
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It was after this divided into ‘““North’’ and 


ere oe,, 
\—_ 


“South,” the northern portion being for many years 

hunted by Mr. CuHartes Aven, well known through- 
out the country as_ the best man of his time after 
Hounds. iter enn) Vie a, VauGHAN, of Fernhill, 


became master for five years, and he was succeeded by 


Mr. W. Rocue, of Butterhill. The southern _ portion 
was, for twenty-one years, hunted by Coron.” beac, of Corston, who kept the “Hounds and- Hund Horses 
at Lawrenny. Hle was succeeded by Mr. W. Summers and Mr. J. Carre as joint masters. Three 


seasons ago (1888), in consequence of both packs being without masters, and there being little chance of 


anyone else coming forward to hunt the country, Mr. J. F. lLorr-Putires gave up the ‘ North Warwickshire ”’ 


Lon cake, silts, iss own  comniny:. On giving up the ‘North Warwickshire,” Mr. Lorr-PHILLips was presented 


with a large equestrian portrait of himself on “Landlord,” with Hounds around him. He sold the “North 
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Warwickshire” to the country and formed the present pack, the ‘ Pembrokeshire,” partly from the two 
old packs, but chiefly from the pick of the ‘ Croome,” (he having previously hunted that pack for five 
years before taking the “North Warwickshire ") which were sold at the ernnee He also bought fifteen 
couple of the best -of the “ Taunton Wale. = aavine his choice from young and old, also the whole of 
Lorp WILLouGHBY bE Broxe’s young ei old draft, and the old draft from the ‘North Warwickshire ” 
and ‘‘ Atherstone.” The ‘ Pembrokeshire ” country is very rough and wild, but essentially 


a sporting country, and, were it not for Milford Haven, 


which runs through the centre of it for fifteen 
or sixteen miles, would compare favourably 
with Ireland, and, as it is, it is by far 


the best hunting country in Wales. Foxes 


are wety auiserous! but —very- hard’ to 


de Ue alle 4 UI My 
7 a i 


Sif ie iv, 7 a 


catch, as can be seen from last year’s 


account: thirty-two brace having been run 
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to ground, besides thirty-one brace killed. 


of tl Ne 


The hunting of the whole of this country, as will be seen, is no sinecure, 
and only a man possessed of great energy, determination, and excellent health, combined 
with enthusiastic love of the sport, could undertake it. Great distances have to be 
travelled to some of the meets, and from Lawrenny, where the Hounds are kept, Milford 
Haven has to be crossed, as a tule, two days in the week) im fair weather and in 
foul, in a horse boat, often after daylight’ “has “sone,” and, it is no joke taking a pack 
of Hounds, with perhaps two or three horses across Milford Haven in the darkness, 
when the wind is high and the tide running strongly. 

The high banks which serve for fences in Pembrokeshire and Cardiganshire 
are apt to fill a stranger with dismay, but once accustomed to them, and on a_ horse 
that knows his work, they appear less formidable. A strange horse at first would, no 
dont, »be.stather ‘ont of -it? but ihe coon gets to know all about them: and | 
have heard it said (and with truth, I daresay,) that a horse that can go over 
these countries can get over any other. 

It is not often that a huntsman, or M. F. H., has a High-Sheriff for whip. 
Mr. Lort-Puiriipes had, during his first season, the valuable assistance, as first whip, of 


Me. Artaur P. SAUNDERS-Daviegs, of Pentre, High-Sheriff, for the year, of Pembrokeshire. 
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DEVON AND SOMERSET STAGHOUNDS. 


"HE ‘“Devon and Somerset ” Staghounds not only occupy a unique position, as the only pack in this limited kingdom 

that is still maintained for the sole purpose of hunting the wild red deer, but they are also one of the 
wet. (Oldeste packs, af sat the oldest, in the country. The ‘North Devon” Staghounds, as they were then 
called, could boast at the beginning of this century of being a hundred years old; and, though the existing 
Records. sor “net! carry. back” the «list of masters in unbroken chain beyond i700, it is known ‘that Het 
were kept on Exmoor for the purpose of hunting the wild deer, as far back as QuEEN ELizaBETH’s time, and 
probably long before that. 

iii, dil enOseadays. and levenlsim inyore | recent times, wild red deer were common enough in England. 
The Lorp Dersy of the day kept Staghounds at the Oake - when Waterloo was fought, and, judging from 
contemporary pictures, the king’s Hounds, at that period, hunted and_ killed undomesticated stags—beasts of chase, 
HOt canted. Ween: 

That, however, has all passed away, and now it is only ron exmoony sands tor esa ew les round, 
that the ancient sport is still carried on, substantially in the same fashion as in the days of our forefathers. 
There is; However, ome great. difference: the Hounds are no longer the true Staghound, bred for deer hunting 
alone, they are now pure bred Foxhounds, of exceptional size truly, but not otherwise different from those in 
use in every pack of Foxhounds in the country. The old “North Devon” Staghounds, which were bred between 


Wiese oshound) sand twhat was / tien “called the «true Staghound (probably the Southern Hound), left the country 
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Some who knew the 
pack well, thought that Foxhounds 
were unsuitable for the work, and 
would be baffled by the water 
hunting which enters largely into 


every day’s sport; but this proved 


a mistake. The Foxhound, when once 8 
es 
entered, will hunt a deer on the water as he will cea 
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otter, with unflagging energy and marvellous Sagacity, | Za Ly 
while his pace and dash give him the St 


advantage of any other breed when 
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Chases, therefore, do not usually last as long nowadays as when Gzorcr THE THIRD was king, yet, so wily 
and so enduring is the wild deer, that, even in September, daylight fails to bring a stag to bay, fadeed while 
the sun yet stood high in the heavens; and especially is this the case when misadventure in harbouring or in 
tufting has delayed the MmiGiee ot T the wieht waniial till late: in the atterneon. But ‘ harbouring” and Se incotanayeey 
are terms that need explanation. They bad us to the distinguishing feature of staghunting—the knowledge of wood- 
craft—without which the keenest sportsman, and the boldest rider will chase the red deer in vain; and they are 
mysteries of the sport which are not. learned elsewhere. 

Hor StOxMeamine | of harehunting one fox or one hare will serve, generally, as well as another; but, 
unlike these animals, the deer takes years instead of months to come to maturity, and it is ‘as unadvisable to 
kill one under’ age as it is to kill the wrong sex at the wrong season. The difficulty of avoiding this is 


increased by the fat that deer are gregarious, and are seldom found quite alone, and it is only overcome by 


first employing a man termed the ‘‘ harbourer,”’ to ascertain, beforehand, where a warrantable deer may be found; 
and then by drafting out a few couples of Hounds, termed “tuiters,’ to rouse him, instead of drawing with 
the whole pack. A ‘“‘warrantable deer,” is a deer old enough to be hunted to the death. At least four 
WeAom PaCvestt tau stag, at) least «three. “if. a — hind: Younger than this they should not be killed, unless in 
2 c-puenal circumstances, and, as the ‘*Devon and Somerset” Gun for blood, naan animals are left in peace, 


but the forbearance does not make the harbourer’s task. a lighter one, indeed, he requires exceptional talent 
to discharge his duties properly. Deer are plentiful enough now, but their numbers are sometimes as Sabareeen: 
as their scarcity used to be when the late Mr. Bisset began his long mastership. The woodlands, too, that 
encircle the open country, are very extensive, stretching, in some cases, almost without a break, for miles, so that it 
isenet salways easy to. tell the’ master, with any certainty, where lies the best deer of the dozen that resort 


to a particular valley. 


94 


aii ncn Ti i IE 


> 2 (spew 


b (ASC chy i 


= -* . 
» 


; om a 
a ; as 


in rainee, where, contrary to the accepted John Bull theory, they know a great deal about hunting, the 
harbourer takes a Hound with mim, in a leash, to help him in ‘his Investigations. In old days this was the English 
MmGtnon also, ik there is no tradition even of such a practice in the west country, where the harbourer relies, in 
the dist place, on ‘the general information about the deer and_ their haunts which the natives are always delighted 
tO” ive; “aid, secondly, and more particularly, on his own observation of the? = slots | or footmarks, of the deer, and 
of any other signs with which he js famuliar. Generally, the less the hdmbouryer Sees, or, thes to see of the deer, 
the better; “for, “a deers sight being, at least, as good as a man’s, he will probably see the man first, and make 
himself scarce accordingly; but experience, knowledge of the animal, and sagacity, will enable an expert to do much even with 
data as slender as a nibbled ash shoot, the chatter of a magpie, and a half perceptible footprint on a cover path. So, unless 
baffled by extreme drought or heavy rain, both alike fatal to slotting, or, worst of all, by amateur assistants, the harbourer can 
generally make a satisfaétory report. Yet, though he may be able to say that there is a good stag in the cover, and in such a 
part of it, it is another thing to get the said stag on his legs, to separate him from the other deer whose company he will surely 
seek, and to force him to the open, and away. It 1s to effect this purpose that the tufters are used. They have no special 
outward chara@eristics to distinguish them from other Hounds, in fact, nearly every Hound in oe pack will do a bit of tufting in 
the course of the season, but, for obvious reasons, those generally chosen are the strongest, the most free with their tongues, and 
the best drawers. Four or five couples is the number usually taken, and with them the huntsman and his Pes ghinis proceed 
to their task, leaving the rest of the pack shut wp in any farm-stable or outhouse that is near and convenient. It possible, 
the huntsman takes his tufters to the point where the deer entered the cover when he came off his feed, and cheers the Hounds 
on the walk. Lf lucky, and if it is a good scenting morning, they may hunt right up to the deer in his bed, and find him 
in five minutes. Such good fortune, however, cannot be depended on, and if scent is bad, or the harbouring indifferent, 
much time is unavoidably consumed; for four or five couples cannot draw a hundred acres of hkely cover in a moment. 
Quick finds, however, are not uncommon: but a quick find is one thing, an early bay another. Owing to their wonderful 
scenting powers, deer have an extraordinary facility for discovering each other’s whereabouts, and the first thing an old stag 
does when roused is to seek another deer whom he May compel to act as his emesis The huntsman is always on 


his guard against its being tried, and difficulties are certain to ensue if Hounds, either finding the wrong deer first, or 


oh 


having found the right one, cannot press him closely: in either case, with two or three deer on foot, and the 
tufters changing unconsciously and imperceptibly from one to the other in the great woodlands, it will be a 
matter nearly as much of luck as of cunning if the right deer is forced, ultimately, to leave the covers; and 
recourse must be had sometimes to fresh tufters, and even occasionally to throwing the whole pack into the 
cover before it can be effected. 

Wien s-Omeer suieb meer  ‘towhe 4. hinted has gone away, the tufters are stopped as soon 
as may be, and the pack is laid on, 


Mhep sccntirot ae deer as “so SUnONe aid | co wewectvethat youl team take . liberties with 


- Staghounds Ma woulde ibe fatale di sa fox avere othe quarry. The ‘Devon and Somerset,” 
moreover, are under wonderful control: there are very few of them that the huntsman 

| ee 
cannot stop without using his whip at all: and the old Hounds know their business Mae ee 


so welll that a, vate and 4a crack of 4 whip, even from a_ stranger, will 


make them sit down on their haunches, and await the development ‘a . eae 


of the situation. 
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It is only at this moment a 
: Gorge ae 


that the day’s sport begins for the “So % ZA 
NdajOrlevas sor a tities) duclal Latterly, 7 << Bey iy 


increasing numbers of ardent spirits 
have essayed to help, or hinder, 


the officials in tufting: but most, 


having a wholesome fear of losing them- A\nthony fluxtable - 


selves and the Hounds in the great woods, 
remain at or near the place where the pack 
1S eeameliee: and spend the time as_ best they may, 
till tive “jJoyrul “Gone away!’’ proclaims | that waiting is at an end. 
Masters and men chanse the horses on which they have been working 
hard, perhaps for hours, and off GOES Chic | Cavalcade to the point 
whence the deer has_ broken. The huntsman draws the pack across 
the line and away they go. 

Except that the hounds always run in single file—a peculiarity due to 


the scent of the deer—and say little about it—a failing due partly te the scent 
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and partly to the hot weather in which they are entered, there is at first no peculiarity about the chase. One 
after another the lone Sundmiations sof brown heather and yellow gtass are left behind ; except for a  direCtness 


of course which regards not sige we might be HWW cena. ox eit sooner Ce later we shall come 
to one of the brooks, or rivers, with which the Coumpiy | iG intersected ; then will appear one of the main 
charateristics of Staghunting, and the science and woodcraft of the huntsman will be tried tO} the™ utimest. 

ie Sold tiymn, . “Ac pants the hart for cooling streams,” still frequently sang in parishes about Exmoor, 
on the Sunday preceding a convenient meet of the Hounds, has more sense in it than many sacred lyrics. 
Dheie “ate few deer that die on dry land, fewer still that do not seek, ‘“‘when heated in thie chase,” to gain 
respite from their pursuers and retreshment for themselves in brook, river or sea. It is very doubtful if running 
water carries any scent at ae hence, when the Hounds bring the line to a stream, the huntsman is always careful to 
observe in what direction they are pointing, as generally, if a deer enters water with his head up stream, 
he will have gene up and vice versa. Fiis next care is to get Hounds on both banks, so that they may 
hit off the line wherever the deer has oo OU ead ie Misi avenys | pretty, ston coon ane way in which the older 
Hounds will, of their own accord, take charge, some of either side, while others will work in the water itself, 
winding every rock and overhanging branch which _ their (arty ays have = itouched “in Hiss) course. Deer eal 
often wait in a pool till Hounds come up to them, and though a drink and 4 roll in the water refreshes 
them wonderfully, A. fresh find gives their pursuers a great advantage, for even if the deer is: not so beaten 
that he must forthwith stand to Baye el tice slounde swale mon, he Abie to press him closely and drive ~him 


over his pace, and once they “cam “do, that.> the end is at hand. 
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That, as already mentioned, usually comes in 


some 


teem id tem a eoed ium etc Telmon: or the lounds.* ac they 
close round their game, is as thrilling as the sight itself of the 


Slag standing, “ate bay, with his head Eletl we tacime and fighting his 


enemies to the last. very effort is always made to shorten the 

final scene, and_ to prevent the Hounds biting or injuring the deer, 
Yl who is secured as quickly as possible. bis dere IS hen in 
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and the carcase is placed in safe keeping till the venison can be 


distributed among the farmers of the district. Then comes the 
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parish between Bridgewater and Barnstaple through which the deer do 
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IOO 


a a - a 
‘We al : _ + 
pats 


oo T A “sip i 
7. tikhe Leone cy 
“ ate : 


| - ate 


enables the deer to husband his or her Strength, and keep on 


travelling, 


Even in August and September, midnight -has been. kaown 
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keeping up the number of the deer. 


[Nlorth [Devon . 


People often ask what head there is 
of them. It 1S a question impossible tO answer: suffice it to say 
that one hundred and one is the greatest, and forty-five _the least 


number killed in any season since 1876, and that there are enough 


to afford sport for seven or eight months every year, and to unite 
the whole country side in promoting prosperity to staghunting. Wiscount [Ebrington M\:[P- 
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